Cardiovascular potential of BM-derived stem and progenitor cells.
Observational and experimental studies suggest that BM-derived stem and progenitor cells may have the capacity to repair damaged cardiovascular tissue and initiate blood vessel growth in regions of ischemia. Despite controversies regarding transdifferentiation potential of adult stem cells, clinical trials are underway testing the hypothesis that BM cell-based approaches to a broad spectrum of cardiovascular diseases and disease presentations will be safe and effective strategies for patient management.